
Dear Governor Hochul, 

We write first to express our deep gratitude to you for granting a pardon to beloved community 
member Sammy Vatthanavong, allowing him to stay together with his family. Your comments to 
the New York Times powerfully conveyed the urgency of this pardon in the current moment and 
offered a stinging rebuke to those who demonize our neighbors:  

“They’ve paid their debt, and I’ll be damned if I let them be deported to a country where they don’t 
know a soul. And to those who would demonize them to score political points, I ask: Where is your 
compassion?” 

We strongly support your action here. And in this moment of increasing suffering we implore you 
to continue to use your clemency power to protect New Yorkers who face family separation - 
whether due to Trump’s cruel deportation agenda who seek pardons or due to unjust sentences in 
the New York state prison system who seek commutations. The stroke of your pen can make all the 
difference for these New Yorkers and their families. 

In 2021, you committed to dedicating resources to grant clemency on a rolling basis throughout the 
year and to increase transparency, accessibility, and communication with applicants, including 
where there is an urgent need. We are grateful for your clemency grants, such as Sammy’s which 
granted him the ability to remain with his loved ones in the United States rather than facing 
deportation, thereby transforming the course of his life and that of his family’s. And there are 
many others like him at risk - beloved community members, parents and grandparents, survivors of 
gender-based violence, and every day New Yorkers who are looking for hope.  

We are now in a moment of daily abduction of immigrant New Yorkers by masked federal agents 
who funnel our community members to prolonged detention and, as you noted, deportation without 
due process including to third countries and far away prisons known for egregious human rights 
violations. We also are watching the continued ongoing humanitarian crisis in the New York state 
prison system, where medical neglect and denial of basic dignity must be addressed with urgency.  

Our organizations deeply value human rights and we fight for dignity and justice for all New 
Yorkers. As these harms continue to unfold, you can be the beacon of hope that New Yorkers need 
in a time where courage and leadership are most needed to protect the most vulnerable. As in 
Sammy’s case and many others seeking pardons, you are their last line of defense against Trump’s 
cruel practices, and often the last hope for New Yorkers suffering in the ongoing state prison 
system humanitarian crisis. We implore you to see in these New Yorkers what others will not: their 
dignity and humanity.  

Sincerely, 
Clemency Coalition of New York 
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